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Byrnes, James Speaking Frankly. Harper. Oct. 
15,1947. 324p. $3.50. 


store away their memoirs under lock and key until the 
vital issues their days are petrified the tomb history 
accepted practice among diplomats. for this 
reason, more than for any other, that the average citizen 
ignorant his country’s foreign affairs and that 
public opinion has little effect the direction 
foreign policy. 


striped-pants diplomat was our former Secretary 
State, the genial James Byrnes, and insisted and 
advocates that world peace possible only 
follow people’s foreign policy. build such policy 
necessary leave behind the era secret diplomacy. 
pursuance this aim Byrnes, soon after his return 
from each one his many conferences abroad, addressed 
the nation radio, informing his fellow Americans the 
progress made toward peace. Naturally these short 
reports much was left unsaid. Once that was 
able resign from the cabinet, wasted time 
utilizing his personal short-hand notes write this reveal- 
ing book which brings the reader ringside seat the 
international conferences Yalta, Potsdam, London, 
Moscow and Paris. 


his Foreword Byrnes confesses profes- 
sion and that not profession. Instead attempt- 
ing qualify professional and acquire literary 
style, have tried tell, informal and conversa- 
tional way, our attempts make the peace settle- 
ments.” his informal and conversational manner 
that gives this book its sense intimacy and candor. 
Political scientists and students international affairs 
may read and learn much from it; yet was not written 


much for them for the average American citizen 
who wants know what chance there for just and 
lasting peace. 


The author does not gloss over any the obstacles 
international understanding. After asserting that the 
war’s conclusion Soviet Russia “had the United States 
deposit good will, great, not greater than that 
any other country,” proceeds demonstrate how the 
Russians have dissipated this reservoir friendship dur- 
ing the last two and half years. was not, many 
have supposed, the death President Roosevelt that led 
the deterioration our relations with Russia. The 
decline had already begun soon after Yalta. Just hour 
before died, Roosevelt advised Churchill that Britain 
and America must firm towards the Soviets. 


the opening day the Potsdam Conference Stalin 
stated that the Soviet Union “would like some territory 
the defeated states,” thus indicating that for him the 
Atlantic Charter was just another scrap paper. Hence 
this meeting began sour note and the continued de- 
bates about Poland’s western frontier and German repara- 
tions upset the harmony among the Allies. 

Byrnes’ opinion that the atomic bomb was the decid- 
ing factor the Japanese decision surrender. Accord- 
ingly the December 1945 meeting Moscow proposal 
control atomic energy was the first and most important 
item our agenda; but Molotov and the Russians dis- 
played little concern over atomic energy and the United 
Nations they have persisted frustrating all our attempts 
solve this problem. fact, this book indicates that the 
Russians have quite different concept the United 
Nations than has the rest the world. For them 
not much instrument for international cooperation 
sounding board for their own propaganda. 


| 


From his experiences these international conferences 
Byrnes came the conclusion that the Soviets and the 
rest Europe feared that the United States following its 
traditional isolationist tactics would withdraw from Eur- 
ope and allow Germany rearm. banish their fear 
our Secretary State proposed twenty-five forty year 
treaty for the demilitarization Germany guaran- 
teed Russia, Britain, France and the cool has 
Moscow been this proposal that evident the Rus- 
sians not want the involved the maintenance 
European security because such cooperation would re- 
strict their freedom action. 


Byrnes maintains that peace treaty for Germany 1948 
imperative. his hope that peace conference will 
called and that Russia will join with her war-time 
allies placing Germany peace-time basis. But 
Russia refuses sign the treaty and withdraw her 
troops from their zone occupation, then the matter 
must referred the Security Council. Byrnes honestly 
believes that they will cooperate but they decline and 
employ their right veto, then the rest the United 
Nations must exercise their moral obligation assumed 
the Charter “to take effective collective measures for the 
prevention and removal threats the peace.” There 
every reason hope that soon the Russians realize 
the determination the rest the world make just 
peace with Germany, they will cooperate. 


paradoxical that was none other than Karl Marx, 
the high priest Soviet Communism, who wrote 
article Russian expansionism published 1853: “If the 
other powers hold firm, Russia sure retire very 
décent manner.” this instance Byrnes heartily concurs 
with Marx; and certain that the United States 
adopts policy firmness and patience, Russia will retire 
very decent manner. Appeasement did not work 
with the Nazis; will more successful with the 
Communists. loyal cooperation with all peace-loving 
nations America must prepared enforce the United 
Nations’ Charter. veto the Security Council 
cannot allowed block world peace. this book’s 
greatest merit that clearly shows how the United 
Nations can still succeed its original purpose despite 
Soviet vetoes. 


From what has been written here one might falsely con- 
clude that this book concerned with Russia alone. 
Britain, France, Italy, Poland, Czechoslovakia, the Balkan 
nations play their part. whole chapter devoted 
“Peace Asia.” The inside story Henry Wallace’s 
resignation here revealed for the first time. Byrnes’ 
Irish wit and his brilliant character estimates the out- 
standing world statesmen give his writing delightful 
flavor. 

Speaking Frankly surely deserves first place every best- 
seller list. the American people offers positive, 
constructive, practical program for the crucial days that 
lie ahead. Harry Koenig 

Mundelein, Illinois 
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Davenport, Marcia. East Side, West Side. Scribner’s. 
Oct. 20, 1947. 376p. $3.00. 


Jessie Bourne clearly designed her creator 
attractive heroine. thirty-eight she slender, hand- 
some, intelligent woman, slightly frayed and overtense 


Byrnes Davenport 


after years unhappy marriage with Brandon Bourne 
scion effete family, the younger members which 
were dissipating their heritage wealth, health and 
tation with repulsive swarm society. Jessie 
realizes she unhappy, but dulls her pains with the 
anesthetic delights fancy housekeeping, shopping, cook. 
ing, entertaining wide variety friends and keeping 
body beautiful. She might have continued this dull pat. 
tern living except for two happenings—the receipt 
fortune which her mother, Jewish actress, had placed 
trust some years previously, and chance meeting with 
Mark Dwyer, atypical Brigadier General the 
Air Force. The one event gave her sense 
ence; the other means escape. Her final quarrel and 
break with her husband and her acceptance Mark 


Dwyer lover will readily anticipated readers 


sophisticated modern fiction, particularly Nancy Ros’ 
recent The Left Hand the Dreamer, which East Side, 
West Side bears familial resemblance. 


But between the opening exposition Monday morning 
October and the concluding aphrodysiac the follow. 
ing Saturday and Sunday there great deal soulless 
soul searching and highly specialized social history. The 
soul searching conducted means flashbacks and 
conversations “which reveal Jessie’s passionate devotion 
her mother, the Freudian overtones which are ignored, 
her romantic love for Brandon Bourne, bovine old blue 
fresh from the varsity crew, and her early disgust with 
Bourne’s Anglo-Saxon coarseness and infidelities. 
feels lack roots. Her sole standard reference the 
memory her charming mother and sense taste 
nowhere defined but assumed based refined 
esthetic and emotional sensibilities. Thus when she meets 
Mark Dwyer, she tingles all over like school girl and 
exalted “fine” feelings, although there precious little 
about Mark distinguish him from the general amoral 
background save his vague sense mission life. 
ciple, the strict sense the term, has place this 
little sect the eat, drink and 


The more exciting part the book the description 
New York society which essentially linked Jessie’s 
personal destiny and related, without too much strain, 
the national mores. There are elaborate descriptions 
dinner parties where “all the famous people” are gathered. 
Park Avenue, Broadway and the Bowery hold hands and 
link passions world which has lost many its old 
prejudices along with its old pieties. There good deal 
gossip about the press, the theatre and 
impressionistic sketches restaurants, neighborhoods, 
dressmaking establishments, family dinners and first nights 
lend the book the glitter Broadway 
murder Isabel Allen, mistress several male characters 
the story, serves minor focus interest the book. 
The suppression the story betrays the moral cowardice 
the blue-bloods and the somewhat tainted chivalry 
Jessie and her friends. 

But the main theme this social history not much 
the degeneracy private morals the tragic lack 
conscience. This motif strongly emphasized 
Jessie’s anti-Nazi sentiments, her indignation the indif- 
ference her set world politics and, above all, the 
sympathetic characterization Mark Dwyer. 


whose real name Miroslav Mracek, East Side boy 
who worked his way through college, served news 
paperman, fought with the Abraham Lincoln brigade and 
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with the Czech partisans before joining the American army 
private. is, except for ambiguous denial that 
superman. dynamic, darkly handsome, body-con- 
and dedicated crushing the remnants the 
Fascist beast occupied Europe. Like Jessie loathes 
the and phonies American society. offers 
her not marriage, but pleasure and share his pur- 
pose. (The blurb-says, man genuine power, 
strength and reassurance, has never lost his way, and 
helps Jessie Bourne find hers again.”) One finishes 
the book with the feeling that, despite Mrs. Davenport’s 
righteous fury the worldline ess society, her own moral 
critical sense less warped. 


Incidental the story its enthusiastic love New York 
itself. Mrs. Davenport, whose reverence for pavement, 
man-made palisades and glitter reminds one 
professional New Yorker. She 
cates the reader much the flavor Manhattan, and 
those who like the flavor will easily induced read 
her book. But Mrs. Davenport’s New York not the 
real New York some miles, anymore than New York 
Like Jessie Bourne, East Side, West Side lacks 
roots the American past and lacks standards. 
therefore, despite its superficial realism, inadequate 
picture American life. 


Francis Connolly 
New York City 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—NOVEMBER 
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Mauldin, Bill. Back Home. Sloane. Oct. 27, 1947. 
315p. $3.50. 

Bill Mauldin back home laying about vigorously against 
the brass with words and pictures. Only this time isn’t 
the military, but rather the civilian brass which spat- 
ters with his bottle ink. Purportedly birds-eye view 
post war life veteran, this book amounts the 
hates and loves William Mauldin. And William dis- 


courses with the utmost candor concerning the former. 


Most the dislikes are those which any veteran, marriec 
single, came against when was abruptly thrust 
into the maelstrom civilian life—lack interest the 
veteran and his problems, the sad state housing, the 
machinations used-car dealers and garage owners, reli- 
gious and racial bigotry, mention but few. 


Mauldin devotes chapter what may called 
exposé veterans’ organizations, rather one veterans’ 
organiz ation, the American Legion. His thesis that the 
Legion reactionary, isolationist, and interested more 
its own prestige than the individual veterans who com- 
prise the membership. points out how the Legion has 
hoodwinked the veteran into joining its ranks with the 
promise that can take over its leadership. Nothing 
according Mauldin, farther from the truth. 
complicated voting system the policy control the Le- 
gion has been maintained the hands the first World 
War element. What Mauldin has say about the 
Legion least partially true when one considers the 
disgraceful Stelle-Bradley episode. 


John Stelle, former national commander the Legion, 
soundly chastised General Omar Bradley, Veterans’ Ad- 
for dereliction duty. 


Mauldin explicit 


Mauldin Brooks 


137 


pointing out what exactly were the issues involved. The 
Legion has actually refused cooperate policy level 
with the Veterans’ Administration, and times has even 
frustrated their efforts. Why, with the active lobby that 
the Legion maintains Washington, was not able 
force higher level Veterans’ hospital conditions be- 
tween the wars? was more content use the agency 
pork barrel? 


From reactionary Legion but step the problems 
left wingism, communism, and red-baiting. What 
Mauldin attempts show here that have ex- 
ceedingly careful shall, the very attempt stamp- 
ing out subversive activities, deny our own Bill Rights. 
There question that trying fair and im- 
partial. knocks the dilettante left-wingers much 
does the stand pat conservatives. But his altruism 
more like little boy trying grapple with prob- 
lems that are too big for him. 


Unquestionably where Mauldin shines the punch 
the cartoons his characters Willie and Joe. They still 
retain the bitterness, the cynicism and humor those 
that used appear the army weekly “Stars and 
Stripes.” Perhaps, however, there too much bitterness, 
too much cynicism, and not enough humor the situ- 
ations and problems with which concerned now. 


His reasoning times little too pat. Nor the excuse 
that offers for publishing the cartoon which drew the 
ire the Catholics too credible. And times the invec- 
tive Mauldin uses, particularly reference Westbrook 
Pegler, whom thoroughly despises, gets out hand 
and verges bad taste. 

Thomas McTighe 

Department English 

University Scranton 
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Brooks, Van Wyck. The Times Melville and 
Whitman. Dutton. Oct. 31, 1947. 489p. $5.00. 


Fourth publication, this volume Van Wyck Brooks’ 
history literary America falls third 
covers the period from 1840 1890 and followed 
continuation the chronicle the first world war. 
Its period the years national expansion, the Civil 
War, and regional literature. 

After setting the stage metropolitan New York and 
Philadelphia the 1840’s, Brooks surveys the country 
three sections: the South, gradually breaking from old- 
world imitation sectionalism and abolition put the 
writers their mettle; the Middle West, growing the 
roots humorous literature, minstrelsy, and naturalistic 
exploration; the Far West, offering the drama wilder- 
ness being won for civilized use. Later, glimpses Whit- 
man and Melville bring Washington 1862. Two 
chapters step across the Civil War with seven-league 
boots. The last ten the twenty-three chapters then 
survey the local-color writers, with special attention 
Mark Twain, and close with statement conclusions. 
These make three primary points. First, the farm gradu- 
ally was replaced the imagination American artists 
urban and social interests. Second, new apprecia- 
tion the plain man accompanied democracy and found 
heroic elements commonplace existence. Most import- 
ant all, “America whole had found its voices” 


(p. 476). 
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The material handled the same manner the 
preceding volumes. features again myriad names, titles, 
anecdotes, and curiosa all sorts that testify the 
author’s vast reading. Brooks apparently prepares himself 
complete saturation the writings period and 
then recreates its literary life with much the method 
that marks John Gunther’s reporting contemporary his- 
tory. the reader must absorb feeling for the era 
kind osmosis, the usefulness the book lies 
stimulating him personal exploration the glorious 
years yore; even both might very well result. Many 
popular readers, however, will find the report bewildering 
both its multiplicity details too little related 
genetic view literary growth and also the chronologi- 
cal back-tracking and criss-crossing typical Brooks’ or- 
ganization. Thus Whitman’s career alternated with 
Melville’s, and seven chapters intervene between Mark 
Twain’s Western and Eastern activities. also meet 
Bayard Taylor, Muir, Steadman, Stoddard, and many 
others very scattered places without ever perceiving 
their careers with unity. The scholar, the other hand, 
will find that the documentation provoked early re- 
viewers continues spasmodic and loose; commonly 
the footnotes merely expand the text quotation 
anecdote, rarely identifying authority with precision 
completeness. 


Yet all quite fascinating its has 
amazing store information and knack for the curious 
that would justice Ripley. Examples are every- 


where: Mark Twain was the first author use type- 
writer and private telephone; John Hay his student 
days experimented with hasheesh; Lincoln once planned 
volume poems; Frémont made firecrackers for the 


Indians with pages from Parkman’s book. The pages 
teem with such content and with the revival many 
writers who merit renewed interest: George Curtis, Con- 
stance Woolson, and Charles Leland are examples. Omis- 
sions can spotted (Mary Catherwood, the career 
Bunner, the Cincinnati group), but the line had 
drawn somewhere; and the whole one would prefer 
occasional sacrificing some detail for enlarged treatment 
more important issues. The Civil War receives sur- 
prisingly little attention, and its relations the new 
nationalism regional literature are not explicitly dis- 
cernible. Journalism seems somewhat slighted. The 
nation-wide anti-Catholicism the mid-century apparent- 
falls between two books because the saltatory method: 
Fr. Hecker was born the same year Melville and 
Whitman, but left confined the Brook Farm treat- 
ment; his founding the Catholic World and his fighting 
the delusion that democracy outgrowth Protestant- 
ism belong the milieu studied here but are not noticed. 
Yet Brooks eminently fair religious fact; attends 
such points the conversions Stoddard, Harris, and 
Johnston; Tabb’s ordination; even Stoddard’s meal rice 
and eggs Molokai and his first reporting about Fr. 
Damien Stevenson. Francis Crawford probably being 
held for the next volume. 


Criticism not featured but constantly intermingled 
with biographical and literary fact. Form interests Brooks 
very little, but his aesthetic judgments range from the 
casual dismissal Timrod and Hayne “just another 
Victorian” (p. 363) very shrewd appreciation Mel- 
ville (pp. Whitman excuses more humbug 
and eccentricity than many others have been able do; 


Keyes 


Best 


and, except for showing the poet’s late perception 
cratic deficiencies, presents over-all view rather 
Whitman’s intellectual growth. Mark Twain 
boisterous, genial folk-writer with dual personality 
that sometimes celebrated the identity prince and pay. 
per, and sometimes bowed money-making; 
revelled medieval pageantry, and 
Yankee practicality over Arthurian romance. Twain’s mis 
anthrophy minimized. 


The style marked Brooks’ addiction lengthy 
graphs and sentences much broken parenthesis, 
always clear and when concerned with nature 
can rise virtual poetry (pp. 151-2, 214, 263). Through. 
out there urbane, genial humor the sort that Pictures 
Melville’s Fayaway delicately eating raw fish “as 
were Naples biscuit” (p. scholarly nature 
the contents naturally restricts interest the book 
adults some education, but can earnestly recom. 
mended them for profit and interest. 


George Grauel 
John Carroll University 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson. Came Cavalier. Mess 


ner. Oct. 24,1947. 577p. $3.00. 


pleasant family chronicle covering two world wars and 
the years intervening, and concerning the life and associ- 
ates Constance Galt, beautiful, conscientious, albeit 
somewhat inhibited, New Englander who entered France 
Red Cross worker the end World War married 
happily into the minor nobility thereafter, and for 
ter-century lived richly and fully. 


two parts, labeled “Searching” and “Finding,” the novel 
neatly separates the period the girl’s life when 
disappointing love affair college she was searching for 
happiness and fulfillment her army work, from the 
period after her marriage into gracious French atmos 
phere steeped age-old traditions when she realized these 
satisfactions, and when spite invasion, destruction 
and death itself she ensured the continuance her hus 
band’s family line. 

The first part set base hospital near Nantes where 
Constance and her three American roommates did 
habilitation work, and untangled records missing men, 
located the missing papers for separated soldiers. 
she met Dr. Duncan Craig, American, wealthy and mar- 
ried, who fell love with her. Here she met Captain 
Tristan Fremond, cavalry officer the famous Cadre 
Noir, whom she married spite his religion and her 
lack dowry. 


Their married life was spent Malou, the Fremond 
chateau situated halfway between Lisieux and Pont 
where with stock from the stud farm Tristan’s 
good friends, the Bouviers, too began raise fine 
horses. Two sons had grown manhood before the 
second war broke, one whom married Margot Bouvier, 
while the other studied for the priesthood. Both died 
early the war. When Tristan was 
Constance was left alone manage the estate, endure 
the German occupation, protect her grandson, receive 
and nurse the wounded, and inform Allied 
sance the glider bomb base which the Germans built 
Malou woods. 
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Several sub-themes occur the story, e.g. Carmelite life 
Lisieux and the bombing and destruction the Little 
Flower’s convent; the Jews France and their misery dur- 
ing German occupation; marriage various kinds and the 
satisfactions attendant upon each; the great stud farms 
France and their management. Most these are products 
the author’s observation, and are patterned condi- 
tions which she saw first-hand had described her 
the original participants. fact, the 18-page Foreword 
which she recounts the genesis her novel and her own 
experiences returning Lisieux after hostilities had 
some respects more entertaining than the 
novel itself. 

The reader who has met Mrs. Keyes’ earlier novels knows 
that the newest one will highly idealistic, little unreal, 
beautifully balanced, and thoroughly Catholic. Suicide, 
divorce, violence crop her pages, but never any- 
thing other than misfortunes suffered vale 
tears, and never affecting directly her main character. 
Hence the catastrophe never quite believable, and hor- 
expected, for example, that Constance Galt should attract 
many men favorably, and that the attraction should always 
her benefit since she the heroine, whether the 
party the second part was wealthy American doctor, 
aFrench nobleman, German officer with written in- 
structions kill her grandson. the other hand, the 
daughter-in-law, Margot, could easily have been more con- 
vincing, with her greed for life, her wilfulness and vital 
beauty, and her open determination take what she 
wanted, regardless the cost others. Unfortunately, 
the author had kill her off when she had borne son 
for the Fremond house, order prevent Margot’s 
sister from being robbed second time her man. 


the best characterization the novel lies its 
which suggests the romance which the story essen- 
tially and the reminiscent flavor contains knights 
horse contending for the favor story-book court ladies. 
Many the same ingredients for popular entertainment 
here—escape, wishful thinking, the almost familiar 
war-torn France—all them determinants 
publishing success. Many readers will like it, women 
especially. 

Helen Butler 

Marywood College 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Bowen, Ralph German Theories the Corporate 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 29, 1047. 235p. $3.00. 


German Theories The Corporate State very timely 
publication and one which merits study students 
modern socio-political thought. timely because 
disastrous turn modern history has led many people, 
especially Americans, identify Fascism with the Cor- 
porate State and many these people have transferred 
their hatred the former the latter. This hatred, en- 
gendered the war, destructive true understanding 
the social and political values the Corporate State. 


early 1935, Dr. Ross Hoffman “The Will 
Freedom” tried destroy this false identification. 
“one may rejoice the return corporate life and 
the organic concept society, yet deplore actual fascist 
Practice being positively inimical many forms cor- 
activity” (p. 40-41). 


Bowen 139 


Mr. Bowen’s book, since describes several theories the 
corporate state, offers additional testimony support 
Dr. Hoffman’s statement, and will, hoped, pave the 
way for more scholarly study political theories, retain- 
ing what good them, while rejecting the errors false 
philosophies. German Theories The Corporate State 
presents history, clear and concise, the origin, growth 
and development the German political ideas together 
with the three distinct forms with which these ideas were 
clothed, they struggled for acceptance Germany be- 
tween the years 1870 and 1918. 

The theory the Corporate State founded basically 
the Organic, not the Mechanistic Economic, structure 
Society. The true theory the Corporate State recognizes 
and supports the social and political nature man, 
whereas the other two structures deprive man any true 
dignity. While the roots the theories corporatism 
may traced through the Scholastic Philosophers the 
Middle Ages back some the Greek political writers, 
the German theories are due concatenation causes 
arising from the social and economic unrest the 19th 
century. Mr. Bowen states: “developing they did, how- 
ever, under the continuous influence one form an- 
other the ‘organic’ conception, German corporatist doc- 
trines have typically expressed antipathy the indi- 
vidualism the Enlightenment, the egalitarianism and 
philosophy the French Revolution and the Marxian 
theory class conflict. Furthermore, Manchester liberal- 
ism, Jacobin democracy and revolutionary socialism have 
rule been subsumed under single rubric and then 
rejected products the same spirit ‘mechanical’ 
‘atomistic’ individualism. Most German corporatists have 
held this spirit the antithesis truly ‘social’ out- 
look, and place individual rights, interests and values, 
they have stressed the binding ties the community” 
(p. 15-16). 

the rugged individualism the Manchester School 
spread its destructive forces unlimited free competition 
the industrial age, the workers were dispossessed 
what little they had and became the economic and politi- 
cal slaves the large industrialists. The people Ger- 
many rebelled against this degradation. This reaction also 
had its part play the development corporate 
theories Germany. Mr. Bowen says: “another import- 
ant increment the German corporatists tradition was 
furnished certain pre-Marxian critics industrialism 
and laissez-faire economics who deplored the tendencies 
towards social polarization which they believed were in- 
herent private, competitive capitalism. Catholic social 
reformers like Baader hoped that new scheme estates, 
purged anachronistic features but embodying the “eter- 
nally valid principle association,’ would make possible 
counter the progressive alienation the propertyless 
wage worker from the remainder the social body. The 
feudal socialist, Karl Marlo reflected the misgivings 
craftsmen and small property owners with respect their 
economic prospects era developing capitalism, 
propounding scheme ‘economic federalism’ designed 
preserve many features guild organization and crown- 
‘social parliament’ occupational estates” (p. 19). 


While the ramifications the political theories the 
Corporate State Germany were many, the author con- 
fines his attention “three distinct types the corpor- 
atist theory which singled out for comparative study 
relation the social politics the half-century between 
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the establishment the Hohenzollern empire and the 
adoption the Weimar Constitution” (p. 21). 


The first these theories known Social Catholicism, 
conceived Von Kettler, Bishop Mainz, whom, Mr. 
Bowen says: “Pope Leo XIII more than once acknowl- 
edged that many his leading ideas Rerum Novarum, 
his epoch-making encyclical the labor problem, owed 
their chief inspiration” (p. Catholicism de- 
veloped under the guidance such distinguished men 
Dr. Moufang, Baron Von Vogelsang and Franz Hitze, the 
latter strong advocate the functional representation 
guilds government. 

While Social Catholicism aimed the voluntary forma- 
tion guilds, beginning with the lower classes and estates 
and working their way the higher, Monarchial Social- 
ism was form corporation imposed from the 
stemmed from Adolph Stoecher and Bismarck and was 
further developed Wagner, Schaffle and others, who 
advocated “an institutional scheme which would elimi- 
nate the disruptive consequences social conflict without 
disturbing the fundamentally authoritarian, aristocratic 
and capitalist social order which they gave their 
allegiance” (p. 123). 

Rathenau, brilliant economist and the founder Ger- 
many’s greatest electrical combine promulgated the theory 
third school corporate thought 
based high powered economics rather than the 
social structure the state. this work was ably 


his book, the author allows the leading exponents 
explain own systems their own words, while the 
author himself tries fill the historicaal background 
the times. Mr. Bowen’s book offers generous bibliog- 
raphy primary and secondary sources the field. While 
the historical nature the book excludes criticism 
each the theories offered yet because the author’s pres- 
entation clear, scholarly and penetrating, one may 
that did not bring these same excellent qualities 
bear objective criticism the three main German 
theories the Corporate State. hoped, however, 
that will find the time this another book. 
rejecting the author’s self-criticism, “every summary 
some degree falsification” (p. 210), the reviewer con- 
scious the fact that “there are exceptions every rule.” 
This book exception. 

Arthur North, 

University Scranton 


Zweig, Arnold. The Axe Wandsbek. 
Oct. 24, 1947. 428p. $3.50. 


Germany, the “Guns instead butter” stage; Germany, 
harvesting “Strength through joy,” militarily 
crystallized and committed the first uneasy steps her 
martian pavane perdition; Germany, goose-stepping, 
sieg-heiling, bashaw with tanks lording over Europe and 
the West; Germany acts the real protagonist Arnold 
Zweig’s latest tale death within the bosom the Her- 
renvolk. 

Basically, The Axe Wandsbek tells only the tragedy 
Albert Teetjens, Master-butcher, and his wife Stine. Due 
the competition the wealthier chain-store corpora- 
tions, the Teetjens have difficulty making financial ends 
meet until partyman Hans Footh sells Albert the idea 


Viking. 


Zweig Madeleva 


functioning Hamburg executioner (with the axe 
Wandsbek). The city lies the shadow the 


Hitler who, with typical piece bravura, will 
visit the locale before the political prisoners have 
eliminated. 


For 2400 marks Albert solves the problem, 
the four innocent “enemies” the Nazi State. Her 
Footh acquires political prestige the party for arranging 
the execution and the Fuehrer graces Hamburg with 
presence. After momentary spell peace and 
tude, Albert and Stine find themselves boycotted 
neighbors, abandoned Footh and his party 
Appeals Footh serve only make Albert realize that 
jape importance the larger plan thing 
Finally destitute, their belongings addicted more 
tunate party members, they end their lives suicide 
Stine hanging herself and Albert blowing out his brain; 
after burying her. “The wages sin death,” wag: 
well paid not only Albert and Stine, not only the 
people who “needed Leader because they shouted 
one,” but the Leader and his panders themselves. 


The elemental action filters through complexity minor 
characters and inceptive sub-plots that seem ask 
question but leave the answer hanging the air. For 
instance Tom Barfey, the cripple who meets hatred 
the streets from the blond giants the master race 
cause his disability un-Aryan, and his mother, 
laundress, both participate what begins resemble 
underground movement among the common 
Prison-governor Herr Koldeway and Dr. Kaete Neumeier 
also change from pro-Nietzschean hero worship anti- 
Hitler convictions together with Colonel Lintze who 
sents the more rational element the 
undergo metamorphosis conscience and intellect, but 
that all. There the story ends teetering the verge 
vigor counter-action. 


Loose ends such these could well indicate forthcoming 
volume the underground somewhat the manner that 
Education before Verdun followed The Case Sergeant 
Grischa which finally developed into teralogy completed 
Young Woman 1914 and The Crowning King. 
Whatever the reason for the loose ends, they disrupt 
the pace the narrative occasion but not the 
fectly wrought climax. One two oblique references 
the Church are more censored than pitied coming 
they from artist intellectually snide the matter. 
that may, one novel from Arnold Zweig the 
late war more profound, more philosophically and 
manly searching than the whole eminently readable, 
reporting fantasy the Lanny Budd series. 


Madeleva, Sister M., C.S.C. Collected Poems. 
millan. Oct. 166p. $2.75. 


The beat meter and the leap rhythm, the fierce 
honesty and the light touch, the exhalted imperative tone 
and its mysterious sadness—are some the qualities 
which lend Sister Madeleva’s verse the explosive impact 
true literature. me, two readings only, this 
volume more than collection her best poems; has 
become private experience. 

Sister Madeleva gifted visionary and skillful, con- 
scious artisan—an essential fusion. The economy her 
style and that modest restraint which comes with maturity 
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express with terrible finality. 
the paradox: the soul the form the body. com- 
pare her Emily Dickinson and José Garcia Villa— 
the former for the highly charged pithiness the line 
and the latter for her constant and unrequieted pre- 
occupation with God. She sings under torture. 


few cases her lyrics become encumbered archaic 
diction thee, that thou shouldst” and other mouth- 
fuls) and pietistic symbolism which regret say 
and threadbare places. She should, like Ver- 
laine, “take eloquence and wring its neck.” However, 
fairness, the greater mass her songs are wide evidence 
that she does break through into free and occasionally 
originality phrase. Her phrase versatile. 
can sleepy and indolent, impressive and solemn, witty 
and debonair. Most important all, her phrase has 
the difference between speaking and singing, which, 
her lighter moments, can touch with grace even those 
old platitudes poets are fond of. Desert Places where 
she speaks direct Divine Creation, note the last two 


words: 


chooses some gray rock, austere and high 

For garden plot, trafficks with sun and weather; 
Then lifts Indian paintbrush the sky, 
Half-flame, half-feather 


Whether she uses the conventional patterns experi- 
ments with the alchimie what admirable 
about her song its easy repose. Her best lyrics have 
that curious passivity the athlete who relaxes his 
leap. Most her lyrics are meta-physical experiences 
that have the restraint the bomb, set off the 
touch the eye; and they have, someone has 
said, don’t remember who—an odd, sleeping beauty like 
that the reptile which capable sudden, dangerous 
awakenings. 

Sister Madeleva means obscure. She well- 
known her many publications; and for her clarity 
thought teacher, lecturer and educator. She belongs 
the higher ranks the few true creative writers. 
recommend her book Collected Poems everyone, 
with exceptions—both the child and adult, any 
persuasion, any ear, and any heart. 


you should look for her, you will recognize her this 
dress: 
This dress wear with absolute, heavenly grace. 
hundred gowns I’ve wished for, asked hinted; 
hundred fabrics dreamed of, plain printed. 
But witcheries linen, lawn and lace 
Are mere accessories these hands, this face, 
This body whole, with naught amiss stinted; 
Made stuff clay, divinely minted, 
And textured though with life and time and place 


mother wove from her loveliness. 

She wished perfect; she assumed brave. 

Today, which life, wear the dress 

With the fierce pride and dignity she gave. 

night will some one take it, please, and bless 

And put neatly for her grave? 
John Vournakes, M.A. 
Department English 
University Scranton 
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Holt. Oct. 23, 1947. 
383p. $3.00. 

Francois Mauriac, Thérése, has sung another portrait 
his gallery women. his last novel, The Woman 
the Pharisees, had shown evil woman feigning 
good. Now presents woman committed evil 
but helplessly and ineffectually groping toward good. 
the present work, Mauriac delineates four different aspects 
the character Thérése Desqueyroux. The first traces 
the period her early life and her unfortunate mar- 
riage, climaxed her trial for the attempted murder 
her husband. The second and third phases are shorter 
episodes her subsequent years debauchery Paris. 
The last shows her past the apex her nefarious career, 
descending alone and forsaken into social, spiritual, and 
moral demise. 

emancipated woman, intellectually head and shoulders 
over her husband, she realizes that she has been entrapped 
him into endless days and nights the chatelaine 
decayed aristocratic household. Unhappily, she was never 
the woman content sleep the bosom the all- 
powerful family. Prodded more the dullness her 
existence than anything else, she poisons her husband, 
brought trial, and only through the perjury her in- 
tended victim saved from physical imprisonment. Mer 
real punishment, however, lies within herself. She be- 
comes woman condemned eternity loneliness— 
prisoner,” she says herself, her “one act.” 
Banished from her husband’s household, she projects her- 
self into the stream Parisian life, seeking what she 
never able find—genuine love. seeking for it, she 
succeeds contaminating with her own despondency 
those persons who are drawn her. 

But the character Thérése not that black shade 
evil. The expert hand Mauriac does not create such 
hard and fast colors. Rather, there are the shades gray, 
subtly intermingled give acute, penetrating psy- 
chological analysis extraordinary character. Mauriac 
has used her symbol, says, “of that power grant- 
all human beings—no matter how much they may 
seem slaves hostile fate—of saying the 
law which beats them down.” the middle love 
affair with her prospective son-in-law, Thérése with “re- 
luctant hand pushes back the hair ravaged 
brow, order that the young man she has fascinated may 
see her object horror and run from her.” This 
single gesture once removes Thérése from the marble 
row stiff and lifeless literary women and makes her 
inexplicable human being. 

Mauriac has ready answer for those who will object 
the ending the story. The story breaks off before 
six months possibly year death, 
can finally redeemed—but only because Mauriac had 
not found the priest with the qualifications hear her 
confession with understanding. Perhaps the author will 
someday tell how entered into the “eternal 
radiance death.” But least for the present has 
avoided the furor criticism which was aroused the 
death-bed confession Brideshead Revisited. Mauriac 
can lay claim being one the finest novelists our 
day, certainly one the finest Catholic novelists. Few 
can equal him his profound portrayal character. 
Thomas 
Department English 
University Scranton 
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Noyes, Alfred. Collected Poems One Volume. 
Lippincott. Oct. 22, 1947. 704p. $5.00. 


The Collected Poems Alfred Noyes contains the mental 
and emotional growth living lyric poet who can tell 
story with simple Chaucerian grace, meters that are 
amazingly varied and rhythmical, with multiplicity 
versatile achievements that forcefully 
demonstrate that great poetry should and can popular. 


Here, this representative one volume collection, are the 
separate volumes and individual poems which have merit- 
the praise critics like Meredith, Hardy, Swineburne, 
Gosse, Courtney, Alice Meynell, and which have 
delighted appreciative readers from 1902 our own day, 
who poetry voice that traditional and 
fresh, authentic tone and theme, and significant 
thinker well poet. 

Some critics may overlook the honest merits the 
Collected Poems find fault with Noyes metrical pat- 
terns technically well wrought exercises, with his 
diction period-style that ignores the complicated 
idiom “modern poetry,” but the well disposed reader 
will like what has say well the way says it, 
and will thoroughly enjoy such old fa¥orites The High- 
wayman, Drake, The Mermaid Tavern, Song Sher- 
wood, and the ably conceived and accomplished trilogy, 
The Torchbearers. 

Alfred Noyes one the most distinctive poets our 
time. His work individual, enjoyable, masterful, mean- 
ingful, and musical. This one volume collection, while 
embodying new revisions and eliminating unsatisfactory 
efforts, makes accessible convenient form, the most 
Noyes his best. 

James Gallagher 
New York City 
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Best, Herbert. Whistle, Daughter, Whistle. 
millan. Oct. 21, 1947. 300p. $3.50. 


English born Henry Best writes not only with feeling but 
with the proper touch about upper New York state, 
region where, after many wanderings, has sunk his 
roots the same rustic ambient which forms the backbone 
his last two novels. Mr. Best not only has the local lore 
his fingertips (from which flows freely) but has 
knack for characterization and understanding sympathy 
with his characters which makes the reader glad 
welcome them into his more relaxed moments. “Whistle, 
Daughter, whistle, and you shall have man,” couplet 
from “Old American Song” which gives the book its 
title and tells the reader its theme—a romance, spiced 
with minor adventure, wherein, farm New York 
state, young maiden wins young man, after certain vicissi- 
tudes, and they lived happily ever after communion 
with the good earth. Trite? Not very—especially not 
with Grandma Truttle the offing lending Providence 
helping hand. Except that one never quite certain 
whether Grandma tying the loose ends after Provi- 
dence Providence clipping clean the ragged edges left 
the wake Grandma’s cyclonic passage. 


shortly after the close the Revolution when the 
fledgling states were giving the first tentative wriggles 
their new-won swaddling clothes that pert and saucy 
Thirza Alling, caught stray kiss, was exiled from 
Albany’s social urbanities the bucolic milieu frail and 


Mac- 


Noyes Best Lewis 


Best 


innocent Grandma Truttle’s farm spend the summer 
shame and repentance. Note please that Grandma 
only seemed frail and innocent—she who has slain and 
scalped the Indian slayer her first husband and who 
managed survive successfully the pioneering days. 
ally Grandma has smidgeon the Old Nick and she 
never bothered keep hidden. Nothing much hap 
péned that summer save that Thirza was saved from 
marrying bumptious young politician, was properly 
fall love with Martin Fane, unemployed young 
officer and hero turned farmer, that both learned love 
the farm and its way life and, general, both were 
aided develop into worthwhile persons. Martin, mere 
man, was inveigled into trap after trap until too finally 
saw the light. The book wholesome and quiet story 
rural life certain era and that is, when 
Grandma not action. Grandma shows how 
democracy works—every man for himself and devil take 
her opponent. She foils local politician, uses her rifle 
“Killsure,” ensure that her road repair work done 
the proper people, i.e., those that use the road, sets her 
erring children right, helps engineer elopement, guides 
Martin and Thirza into love and marriage, runs the town 
tavern and generally keeps the whole 
uproar. 


Grandma the action the story her dotage (and 
what dotage!) she scurries from escapade escapade, 
always managing emerge unruffled from the 
never unbowed, not even bloody. All this the author 
gives with deftly light and sure touch, with humor. 
ous characterization that never masks the 
and essential common sense that are Grandma’s. Almost 
everyone will chuckle over this story Grandma 
pity that because occasional profanity and one too 
suggestively sexual scene the book can considered 


able only for adults. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


University Scranton 


Lewis, Wyndham. The Hooded Hawk. 
mans. Oct. 22, 1947. 312p. $4.00. 


this new treatment the case Mr. Boswell the 
fense draws from eighteen volume treasure The 
Private Papers James Boswell hidden for more 
century-and-a-half the Boswell cabinet Auchinleck 
but recently published private edition 
Colonel Isham. worthy defense is. 
somewhat, Strachey’s personal biography, 
Wyndham Lewis implements the latter’s method 
with painless though nonetheless positive scholarship 
which produces the end not debunked personality 
the case biographer Lytton, but personality shed 
its critics’ debunking. 

When speaking Boswell, the nomenclature, fool, block 
head, zany, lickspittle, buffoon, have too long and 
lightly been bandied about the “censors who can 
look any sin but whom Mr. Lewis 
quotes the great Doctor himself: “Sir, are you grossly 
ignorant human nature not know that man may 
perfectly sincere good principles without having good 
practice?” Without whitewashing Boswell diluting him 
into wishy-washy nothingness, Mr. Lewis tempers the 
all-too-common notions his drunkenness, brings light 
his brief excursion into Catholicism, reveals not 
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the superficialities but the totally integrated psychology 
was eccentric and vain but wanting hubris, 
the “rancid spiritual pride that the doom the dons.” 


Boswell’s judges, preoccupied they are with hurling 
deboshed rake and étourdi, not stoop 
how could write the Life and the Tour the 
Hebrides the years his alleged collapse. Like the 
Pharisees with the woman taken adultery, they are 
inclined overlook certain matters. The excesses Pitt 
for instance, and the dissipations Fox find lenient treat- 
ment the historians’ hands. But because the Bos- 
well legend, Boswell has been handed down the years 
rococo, “due the amiable habit historians 
copy one another—look Lucrezia Borgia finally vindi- 
cated after four centuries the scholarly Funck-Brentano 
Rodrigo Borgia, better known Alexander VI, rehabili- 
from ogre man the scientific researches 
Oreste Ferrara.” The Hooded Hawk, symbol the house 
Boswell under the motto Vraye Foy, rings like the voice 
authority amid swarm twittering pedants. forces 
light through the inspissated gloom thus far oppressing 
Boswell’s character, the character man whom 
could say, “Sir, don’t care though sit all night 
for you,” man who lived close the gentle Joshua Rey- 
nolds and intimately with the courtly Corsican hero Paoli. 


Boswell heired his times, the madcap London drainless 
sench and brainless glitter, Parliamentary seats auc- 
the block, Garrick, Hogarth, Hume, Gibbon, 
London rakes and mopsies and doxies and 
Divers. Mr. Lewis has etched the moiling Eigh- 
tenth Century backgrounds beautifully, not only Lon- 
don but also Paris and Italy, not only places but 
like Rousseau and Voltaire well. might 
that Mr. Lewis leads Boswell Boswell leads 
lohnson. For the clarity, humor and scientific scholarship 
his defense, could well called Boswell’s Boswell. 
student letters, lover literature can afford 
miss the intellectually human treat offers this worthy 
sequel such masterpieces Francois Villon, King Spider 
and Ronsard. 


Boswell’s epitaph gives the substances The Hooded 
apologia: 
the Glory God. 
Stay, traveller! 
thou has never been moved pity for human weak- 
ness, 
For fleshly sins and the lures Bacchus, 
For childish thirst for preferment, 
For vanity every kind, 
Ponder moment the memory 
JAMES BOSWELL, Esquire. 
Laird Auchinleck the County Ayr, 
man largely adorned most the infirmities 
found human kind; 
Bibber, lecher, lawyer; uncontrolled garrulity alike 
word and pen, 
mirror frivolity: 
All which things thee, upright traveller, 
(O, shame!) 
Are anathema. 


these follies added throughout his life 
golden charity, 


Marshall 
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kindness which this age will seem indeed 
absurd, 
foolish simplicity and candour, 
steadfast faith, 
longing for goodness, too often expelled the flesh, 
yet ever returning; 
bequeathed the Republic Letters 
monument extreme splendour. 
Rapt away, alas! inexorable Death 
(Not without penitence, indeed, nor hope Christ), 
the 55th year his age, 
lies buried his own land. 
Whose soul deliver, Lord, from eternal doom! 


Though the Doctor himself once observed Boswell 
that “in writing inscriptions, man oath,” one 
feels would have been the first commend his biog- 
rapher’s epitaph stands above, the first praise 
The Hooded Hawk with baleful glowering the critics: 
“Sir, have known James Boswell longer than you have 
done; and know right you have talk the 
subject.” Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D. 
University Scranton 


Marshall, Edison. Yankee Pasha. 
Oct. 21, 1947. 439p. $3.00. 


From the frontier New England, the West Indies, 
France, Algeria, Turkey, Persia and finally 
Tartary ranges this tale adventure and sexy romance. 
When Jason Starbuck’s parents were killed Indian 
raid wiped out the raiders company with Pierre, 
exiled French aristocrat, who was killed the process. 
Going Salem seek his remaining relatives found 
the only worthwhile one proscribed pirate, Cap’n Dan’l 
Todkill, buccaneering the Caribbean. 
China furnished him capital invest shipping ven- 
ture. dawdled about coastwise trading for spell, 
with interruption rescue his uncle from the hang- 
man Charleston, until met and fell love with 
Roxanna Reil, daughter French doctor and New 
England mother. Roxanna, being anxious live 
material security and after having sated Jason’s passion 
the accepted way, sent him off seek his Golden 
Fleece while she married Dick Featherstone only leave 
him immediately for France with the marriage being 
annulled. 

After year Jason sought Roxanna France only find 
her supposedly lost sea and dead. Undespairing fol- 
lows the slender hope that she was captured Barbary 
pirates and has himself taken Algeria where, 
expert rifleman, enters the Bey’s service. There his 
hope was fulfilled when learned that Roxanna had 
been captured and secretly sold slave. Gaining favor 
with the Bey his son’s tutor Jason renounced his religion 
for Islamism and was sent the Bey’s embassy the 
Sultan Turkey. There became officer the 
Turkish army, bested its premier shot, and won the lovely 
slave girl Lilith his concubine. Soon uncovered 
Roxanna’s trail and followed her the home the 
Cham Tartary who granted her release year’s time. 
Returning spend the year acquiring ship Jason met 
Cap’n Dan’l, hunted down and sunk Dick Featherstone 
Jason’s last bid for revenge. Then, disposing Lilith, 
took Roxanna home Salem where they lived happily 
ever after. 


Farrar, Straus. 
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Morally, Yankee Pasha shambles; literarily third- 
rate pulp writing. Blood and thunder adventure, undis- 
guised lust, sexual immorality, murder, apostasy, end-justi- 
and host other defects add moral 
deficit. Stock scenes and characters, hackneyed plot, poor- 
linked incidents and superficial background sum 
literary nullity. The book valueless; offensive and 
type reader. 


* 


Colyton, Henry Sir Pagan. Creative Age. 


20, 1947. 376p. $3.00. 


The scene this tale love and adventure laid 
Palestine the 12th Century, Palestine but recently torn 
from the Saracen crusaders seeking wrest the Holy 
Places from heathen grasp. was fair land for those 
conquerors who survived the perils the long struggle, 
land especially where the parvenu chivalry could set them- 
selves little fiefs and between farming and road 
tolls, with bit brigandage the side, eke out fairer 
living than they would have known home. Such 
one was Sir Pagan Beaugency, bearing the bar sinister 
noble but cowardly count and the butt his father’s 
villification until that unworthy’s accidental death 
battle. From humble man-at-arms the naively youthful 
and ruggedly handsome Pagan rose knighthood the 
hands King Baldwin whom served loyally and well. 
his little fief Beaugency, astride toll-fruitful high- 
way, Pagan found life enjoyable with his roughneck band 
save that Father Piers, his chaplain, was constantly seeking 
improvement his morals and just constantly hint- 
ing marriage, state foreign Pagan’s viewpoint, the 
best solution. 

chance encounter gave Pagan light love the 
Countess Adelize whose husband was searching for the 
run-a-way wife his idiot son. The same encounter, 
resulting course the Count’s cuckolding, gave the illy- 
educated Pagan some odd ideas the incompatibility 
love and marriage. found the missing wife, Sibilla, 
daughter sound English merchant who had made the 
nefarious marriage bargain unwittingly, only lose her 
Jerusalem when attempted return her the Count. 
Some weeks later Pagan was captured the Saracens and 
tortured the same village where Sibilla was held 
prisoner. She aided him escape and they began the 
danger-studded trip back Jerusalem. But little scathed 
many perils they reached their goal last. those 
days the desert comradeship had sprung between 
the two but Pagan, blinded the amatory nonsense 
had absorbed from Adelize, failed recognize the phe- 
nomenon for what was. did notice Sibilla’s good 
qualities and intended marry her order provide 
the proper mistress for Beaugency. But went about the 
whole affair exactly the wrong way and did nothing 
but succeed losing Sibilla. After interlude which 
Pagan had been seriously injured ambush and had 
been restored health the skillful abdominal surgery 
Saracen physician, Sibilla left for Joppa company 
with her father. When Pagan finally realized his error 
and his love for Sibilla left his sickbed and journeyed 
foot Joppa where won his Sibilla the story ends. 
Battles and plots, high adventure and deeds derring-do, 
chivalric nonsense and sprinkling sex form the back- 
bone this tale the era the crusades. Pagan’s 
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Best 


career and Sibilla’s very English reaction certain sity 
ations the author has attempted introduce 
shadowing the concepts democracy into the 
order feudalism. Background material the 
ficial type usually found blood and thunder stories 
this sort. There nothing the real significance the 
crusades nor any real attempt made understand 
character the men who participated. The book 
merely tale for entertainment and taken 
story fairly interesting but excessive profanity 
occasional bits suggestiveness and one outrightly 
sexual incident render unsuitable for all save 
readers. Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


University Scranton 


Halsey, William and Bryan III. 
sey’s Story. Whittlesey House. Oct. 20, 1947, 
310p. $4.00. 


not improbable that every major commander 
World War will sooner later have his career and 
exploits told the first third person some one 
the host writing men engaged various capacities 
ing this war. The publishers Admiral Halsey’s 
claim proudly that their book the first reach the 
public from high ranking officer. the title page 
author credit equally alloted Fleet Admiral William 
Halsey, USN, and Lieutenant Commander Bryan 
USNR. The “Introduction,” which essentially 
acter sketch the hero, the words Lt. 
Bryan; the rest the book Admiral Halsey speaks 
his own person. The co-author was intelligence and 
staff officer the Pacific area and former associate editor 
the Saturday Evening Post. 


The content Admiral Halsey’s Story the manner 
report the American public—reports, the 
Admiral, are the only things knows how write. 
tells briefly his ancestry, education, and appointment 
Annapolis—class 1904; his marriage and his first 
years young officer. His role commander various 
destroyers World War more expanded. 
ments all sorts, but mainly with destroyers, followed 
routine order for many years. fifty-one years age, 
Captain Halsey was offered command the 
Saratoga would take the aviation observers course 
Pensacola. accepted the offer—his wife concurring 
this decision was the pivot which his future 
was swing. 

The major part the book, however, the most literal 
sense report the war against Japan the 
here William Halsey rose world-wide acclaim and 
became important figure the unfolding American 
history. Here the reader made feel that the 
cabin the bridge the Admiral reviews the 
gloom, the mounting power, and the final overwhelming 
might his successive Pacific commands. command 
level, the reader follows such stirring events the strike 
against the Marshall and Gilbert islands, the launching 
General Doolittle’s Tokyo raiders, the Navy’s part 
securing Guadalcanal, the devastating sweeps various 
components the Halsey command, the air cover 
carriers provided the period island hopping and for 
the invasion the Philippines, and finally the climax 
his life when steamed into Tokyo Bay, COMTHIRD- 
FLEET, the mighty 
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The Admiral says directly that plain, blunt-man— 
but not the fake, flamboyant “Bull” journalism; and 
any reader will sense that rose eminence America’s 
naval officer ingenuity, courage, and the finest 
qualities leadership. evinces great loyalty his 
superiors, and modestly bases his fame the superb 
qualities the officers and men the Navy. does 
not hesitate voice high regard for his classmate, Admiral 
Kimmel, unpopular though be. confesses his mis- 
takes judgment and tactics, and makes amends for 
wrongs such mistakes may have done. And, the 
lighter side, the book interspersed with interesting anec- 
dotes 

Remnants the Nonconformist tradition have already 
condemned the Admiral’s theory and practice regarding 
drink; more sound moralists will find harder justify 
completely several other statements and actions chronicled 
the book. The tang salt supposedly supplied 
small g—is occasionally added. The bad taste bad ethic 
certain flamboyant newspaper statements attributed 
the Admiral during the war sprang either from his own 
eluctant feeling that had supply sensational items 
for morale, from the embellishments imaginative 
reporters. These displays exterior veneer human 
weakness, however, wise destroy the impression 
that the Admiral deep his soul godly and upright 
man. stood staunchly for the natural virtues; car- 
tied seriously and conscientiously the responsibilities his 
high charge; and did not fail call down the blessing 
God dangerous missions official orders. After all, 
did not ride Hirohito’s White Horse, but did close 
his magnificient career the Navy saying the men 
his flagship, bless you.” 


Bro. Anthony Frederick, 
St. Mary’s University 
San Antonio, Texas 


Bromfield, Louis. Colorado. Oct. 15, 
1947. 263p. $2.75. 

Colorado Louis Bromfield’s return fiction after two 
volumes dealing with his own recent farming experiences 
and his theory the economics world peace. Doubt- 
less, Mr. Bromfield had the movie market mind when 
wrote Colorado. Its setting Silver City, rowdy, 
mining town about seventy years ago. Scenes center 
around the Opera House, bawdy gambling establishment, 
the gothic castle and private railroad cars the town’s 
millionaire. The characters are stereotyped 
they border caricatures. Meany, tyrannical owner 
the town, gives the impression philandering grizzly 
bear. His wife, daughter the poor but 
proud Virginia aristocracy, has manners the heart. She 
wants none her husband’s wealth and newly-rich cul- 
Their three oldest sons are understudies the 
father. the only daughter, after being jilted, 
takes invalidism for attention. The youngest son, Dick, 
more like his mother appearance and character. 

the story begins Dick returning Silver City after 
exposure Eastern and European education befitting 
the gentleman his father wishes him be. Arriving 


time for the carnival welcome this youngest Meany are 
Professor and Ponte, traveling musicians whom 
Meany signs for his “Opera Season.” Another 
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main personality Madge Beakymer, the 
the town’s “Entertainment House.” 


The scenario will much Hollywood’s liking. Dick 
and Mademoiselle, fall love, and have the usual mis- 
understandings the young and the shy, complicated 
her unsuccessful operatic debut. support the dying 
professor, she accepts job Madge’s singing attraction, 
the same time guarding her virtue nobly against great 
odds. Eudora rises from her sick bed change Dick’s 
Oxford tutor into Western rancher successful 
suitor for her hand. There political campaign oust 
Meany, wild “Opry” opening Mme’s professional 
rivals resort skulldrudgery, and family scandal re- 
vealed. The climax reached when the big mine ex- 
plodes and tragedy descends upon the town. course 
the end, the lovers are united, the scoundrel’s castle 
burned the mob and ignominiously driven from 
Silver the good people live happily ever after. 


Those who are still looking for Bromfield novel like 
The Farm The Green Bay Tree are doomed disap- 
pointment, for Colorado has none their power depth. 
about Sinclair Lewis what has happened Bromfield? 
least Lewis his latest, Kingsblood Royal, had theme 
social significance. Bromfield concocts trashy plot 
and treats shallowly. Considering its lack literary 
value, its bawdy characters, scenes and descriptions, 
Colorado can not recommended. 


Kathleen 
Bethisda, 


Burke, Fielding. Sons the Stranger. Longmans. 


Oct. 15, 1947. 405p. $3.00. 


the time had fumbled way the end Fielding 
Burke’s opus, felt like Alice after she had been exposed 
the mad hatter’s tea—weary, baffled and bored the 
chaotic jumble events tossed me. The principal 
issue—the never-ceasing battle the mining union against 
the owners—gets lost amid the intervening twaddle about 
some vague sort racial tolerance, the definition 
aesthetic beauty, and series cross-purpose romances. 
The whole business impossibly correlated seem 
grotesque, and whenever the story does threaten course 
along normally the author immediately hops the action 
with unexpected climatic paragraph gusty conver- 
sational passage heavily spiced with tiresome vulgarity. 
Dal MacNair was youngster twelve when Jacob Renn, 
self-made and self-fallen musician, wandered into the 
Montes Sol the West. whim decided 
educate Dal the law the boy might one day have the 
success that drink had cost him. Renn subsequently be- 
came boarder the Barnett home, where Dal was being 
raised his sister Bessie and her husband, Dan, along 
with Dan’s niece Fai. 

Dal grows breathing the atmosphere rebellion against 
the capitalists, dedicating his talents the cause the 
miners. But meets and falls love with Kathryn 
Forbes, sister the Vulcan plants’ controller, Rod Forbes. 
Their illicit ecstasy short lived, for Kathryn witnesses 
the shooting one Forbes’ servants during mine strike 
and chooses think the bullet was intended for her crip- 
pled nephew Guy. She spurns Dal and marries the rising 
Senator Whitlock. 
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Parallel class warfare dominates the affair poverty-born 
Hilda Stinson and aristocratic Roy Wilkins. When Roy 
arrested for shielding Hilda’s father, Olaf, the melee, 
Hilda follows him prison where they live man and 
wife. Meanwhile, Dal goes Chicago uncover evi- 
dence against the mine spy Pritt, aligned with the workers 
but suspected being the employ the company. 


With the advent martial law High Grampian, Dan 
placed the ignominious bull pen along with the rest 
the strikers. Lebreau, cultured Negro guard, befriends 
both him and Olaf. Hilda, called home the fear that 
her father dying, meets the colored man and gives her- 
self him briefly exchange for her father’s escape. 
Unknown anyone but Fai, now young woman, 
Hilda attempts suicide when her baby arrives. Fai keeps 
the secret order that Hilda may marry Roy; and she 
takes little brown into custody herself, the scandal 
the town, including Dal whom she loves. 

Hunting our hero prevent him from testifying oppo- 
sition the mine owners, troopers accidentally kill Rod’s 
son. Dal gets away and, wounded, falls with tribe 
friendly Indians whose manner life (it says the book 
jacket) teaches him much. 

After his recovery returns practicing law, roaming 
from one city another, regarded traitor his old 
friends. Years later and Kathryn are thrown together 
New York mechanical ruse, and she reveals 
that actually the father her daughter 
cidentally, encounters Lebreau, who tells him that 
Hilda, not Fai, Bo’s mother. Fai conveniently appears 
the scene practically the denouement and Dal, 
recognizing his true affection last, ready forgive 
and forget until Kathryn divulges his slip virtue Fai. 
Dramatically, Fai walks out his life, but walks back 
again some hectic pages all sins absolved, 
the leading characters reunited, and Dal the way 
restore order and justice the corporate powers, the 
happy ending complete. 

Her obscure method narration leaves the reader 
doubt whether Miss Burke condones condemns the 
moral issues about which she writing. She merely 
juggles the problems around for while and then lets the 
chips fall where they may. And her characters get the 
same treatment, that nothing remains but static im- 
pression whatever she trying convey. 


There reason recommend the book, but conversely 
just little reason forbid it, because few people will 
bother struggling through more than the first confusing 


chapters. 
Lois Slade 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Giordani, Igino. Mary Nazareth, True Portrait. 
Macmillan. Oct. 14, 1947. 185p. $2.75. 


How may adequately speak the praise due this little 
Perhaps saying boldly that comes very near 
being what the subtitle proclaims—a true portrait 
the Virgin. fulfill this perfectly would have been 
impossible, for Mary ideal whose evanescent loveli- 
ness cannot imprisoned words, paint, marble. 
Yet how her beauty has illumined the history art! 
This comparison will spring again and again the 
reader’s mind peruses these pages; will recall 
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the long and stately line the madonnas art. 
much the writing imagistic kind, evoking 
scenes from the life the Virgin, some 
beauty. 

endeavor give madonna literature. Mr. 
dano, though scholar, writes from the point 
the poet, the lover, the artist. sketches 
universal history and biography Mary, first 
private life earth, which five chapters are devoted 
then, since her death, her triumphant career 
out Christian history. Five chapters this phase 
Mary under different aspects, Mother God and May, 
Mother the Church, Co-Redemptrix, Mothe 
Art, Poetry, and on. The completed 
last gives impression fulness, times vastness, 
when the author gathers little anthologies 
literature, culled from distant lands and centuries. 
book well suited the American reader, whose 
under the patronage the Virgin, and the only regre 
one feels laying down that some American 
not have written such work. The language easy and 
clear, and bears evidence having been 


The author doubtless already known most reader 
for his learned treatises early Christian social life; 
present associate the Vatican library. This 
book, however, not intellectual work, but one the 
heart, written now novel, now essay fine 
sermon, again, breaking into poetry. Yet 
bouquet ferverinos. All restrained, truthful, and 
supported wide learning, which never obtruded ina 
showy parade. Its theology sound and not open 
question. special interest the way Mary has 
been entwined American history; has been secret 
way, for example, the powerful devotion Columbus 
ture America are more striking than any 
far. this point Mr. Giordano ventures prophecy: 
“When the Americans begin react against their 
anical progress and turn with greater interest 
and art, they will find the beginnings their civilization 
abundance epic material and can draw from 
great literature.” His book should help little toward 
that goal. Dom Bruno McAndrew 
St. Anselm’s Priory 


Washington, 
Tebbel, John. The Marshall Fields. Dutton. 
13, 1947. 320p. $3.75. 


quite likely that the first Marshall Field would find 
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perhaps have the same attitude. Undoubtedly Marshall 
Field and his son, Marshall Field, Jr., will distribute 
copies their friends. Yet the book means 
paean praise dedicated the Fields. Mr. Tebbel 
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mixes considerable criticism with his praise the 


the family; sympathetic Marshall Field who 
died 1905 the result what was either accident 
suicide; convinced that Marshall Field using 
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between the year 1856, when Marshall Field arrived 
Chicago, and went work for four hundred dollars 
year, and the year 1906, when died from pneumonia 
from playing golf New Year’s Day. During 
that interval the four hundred dollars had been increased 
$150,000,000. Eleven partners had been associated 
time another with Marshall Field. His association 
with Potter Palmer interestingly presented. The same 
his social and business relationships with George 
Pullman. Although the fire 1871 destroyed the build- 
ing owned Potter Palmer, which was being used 
the store, business went barn 22nd and State 
The fire losses were soon absorbed; 1876 Field 
was ready start construction his two million dollar 
home 1905 Prairie Avenue. Parties were held for 
many five hundred guests; one such affair cost $75,000. 
Field was such reactionary that was pleased with the 
outcome the Haymarket trial 1886; his social thinking 
had advanced sufficiently that was somewhat 
the position taken George Pullman 
1894. Field was never known praise employee; 
was always cold and reserved his business relations; his 
contributions money never brought him any feeling 
Despite his wealth, seemed lonely 
man. The tragic death his son darkened the closing 
months his life. His will, one the most complicated 
filed Cook County, made impossible for his 
wealth quickly dissipated. For his grandson, who 
publishes New York and the Sun Chicago, the 
author has high praise. convinced that Marshall 
Field and his son wish make real contribution 
the newspaper field. The relationship these two 
papers presented detail. view the eight million 
dollar building now under construction for the Sun, 
appears that the Fields intend make publishing their 
main concern. The author believes that the youngest 
Field will carry essentially the same program outlined 
Field III. There little that sensational the 
but there much that most readers not know 
about famous family. The tone the book sane 
and wholesome. easily one the better “dynasty” 
books. Paul Kiniery 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Amory, Cleveland. The Proper Bostonians. 
Oct. 381p. $4.50. 


Notoriously self-centered, Boston the last few years has 
been peering into tis narrow glass with new, realistic 
anxiety. Harvard instituted seminar Boston Kultur 
—with Cardinal O’Connell’s autobiography and Father 
Lord’s history the archdiocese important texts. The 
Lowell Institute sold its ramshackle amphitheatre 
insurance firm, took shelter small room the Public 
Library, and began reach new public with Culture 
capsules. Archbishop Cushing advised young Cath- 
get out town top-heavy with old names. 
Even the Boston Herald, the repository what left 
the old Transcript’s Proper Boston circulation 15,000, 
was moved the publication Harper’s some 
Cleveland Amory’s essays proclaim that the real Bos- 
tonians were now Catholic and Irish. 


The thesis The Proper Bostonians that the truth all 
these new reflections the value the old social hier- 
does not, and probably will not, impress the people 
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about whom the book written. “It characteristic 
the Proper Boston woman that, whether Episcopalian 
Unitarian, city which has the largest per capita Cath- 
olic population America she barely recognizes the Cath- 
olic Church.” The men, Amory shows, are not quite 
obtuse about the community which they live and from 
which they make bountiful living. Some conciliation 
offered other breeds, especially those who deign 
serve the larger public politics charity But, 
like the British India, they have succeeded not only 
preserving their own tribal customs amid “the poor, down- 
trodden majority” but have imposed their pattern the 
Boston Irish, ‘so that they have become known for gradu- 
ating through Family stages and look rather askance 
those rung below them the shamrock path.” 


Proper Bostonian himself, Amory denies—by ignoring— 
any influence from the Catholic majority his self-suffi- 
cient group. His Proper Bostonians are such tiny and 
archaic group that his picture contemporary Boston 
limited Waltz Evenings, the Somerset Club, and the 
hat-check room the Ritz. The rest modern Boston 
seen through windows, casually. The author has done 
period when the social and sociological life the city ran 
the same narrow groove. Mr. Amory has not failed 
note contemporary paradoxes; the heavy book and theatre 
censorship city that has recently been supporting four 
the least inhibited burlesque houses America and the 
tendency modern Proper Bostonians descend from 
their private heaven sell their lange Catholic 
institutions. has not considered the possible connec- 
tion between the Proper Bostonian insulation—blocking 
the channels established private enterprise the ambi- 
tious lesser breed—and the chronic misgovernment and 
bankruptcy the City Boston. re-tells the old story 
the killing the port Boston the refusal Proper 
Boston merchants buy the New York Central, because 
the deal involved doing business with Springfield man, 
sort foreigner.” Amory does not hesitate use 
apocrypha. But seems have missed the current 
rumour that Boston recently lost one its biggest whole- 
sale and retail firms because the wife its president, 
minor actress, had been royally snubbed. 

With ungrudging admiration and deft irony, Amory has 
embalmed the folkways his restricted group. Excepting 
the introduction and conclusion, the chapters seem 
written according single inclusive formula. The cur- 
habits Proper Bostonians are explained, 
archaeologically, terms early nineteenth century 
mores. This process finds use for practically every hilari- 
ous and revealing anecdote that has ever been told about 
the Boston Yankee. The result impressive, ironical 
deflation social ritual without corresponding denial 
the value and abiding characteristics the Proper Bos- 
tonian. The book reads the author were fitting real 
people into mould derived from Marquand novels. 
Amory’s zeal finding this fundamentally fictional pat- 
tern had led him into several false generalizations. Some 
customs and traits which makes the special marks his 
caste are really shared all Bostonians—and even 
outlanders. 

Amory’s chief stylistic device the ironical use quota- 
tion. The author extends his ironic detachment—the 
book written very much the manner Walter Millis 
—to sex, marriage, and the more aristocratic Protestant 
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sects. This irony matter more style than attitude. 
will not prove offensive misleading adults. There 
are few instances indelicate diction. But these words 
occur quotations discussing the mysterious operation 
the Boston censorship. The book well documented. 
But the sources are amazingly parochial. Dimnet’s obser- 
vations are not listed. More strangely, nothing Santa- 
yana appears the bibliography. And there refer- 
ence The Genteel Tradition anywhere the text. 
recommend this book for adults. 

John Cotter 

John Carroll University 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Hayes, Lindsay. Take This Woman. Macmillan. 
Oct. 1947. 308p. $3.00. 


After five years marriage Trump and Lisa Gordon find 
themselves the brink divorce. Rejected the army 
psychologically unfit Trump, perfectionist, retaliates 
becoming intensely critical Lisa’s irresponsible man- 
ner and her inability live within his income. She, 
turn, develops persecution complex involving all the 
world. effort avoid the inevitable disintegration 
partnership which, the author describes it, more 
than satisfactory every other way, they submit them- 
selves New York psychiatrist Dr. Vernon psycho- 
analyzed. 

arranged that Trump will live with friends Sally and 
David for few months that Lisa, the 
the two, may concentrate recovery. Expecting 
sympathy Lisa has brought their plight her mother-in- 
law’s attention and dismayed when that lady suggests 
that she “touched” and need restful sojourn 
sanatarium. The Gordon children, Linda and Peter, are, 
therefore, packed off their grandparents’ abode 
Boston and Lisa, expecting another child, leaves for rest 
home, one two encountered the book wears on. 
With the stage thus set the curtain rises the inner 
recesses Lisa’s mind and means flash backs the 
reader follows her development from childhood so- 
called maturity. Finding herself ignored large family 
she escaped into dream world. Her creative talents 
died early death through lack encouragement. Jay 
the platonic and Chad the physical plane furnished 
light premarital diversion and she was astonished when 
Trump proposed formal marriage. She loves her husband 
and their two children and happily anticipates the birth 
third child. Trump, annoyed the prospect 
another mouth feed, suggests abortion. Lisa hesitates 
and, alternative, offers sterilized after the 
child’s birth. her decision have the child her mental 
rehabilitation has, supposedly, begun. Birth prevention 
(referred Planned Parenthood) premarital relations, 
abortion, sterilization, divorce and sex relations mar- 
riage form the warp and woof this badly written book. 
not surprising either that “Lisa who made practice 
being strictly honest with her daughter and had taught 
her distinguish fact from fiction, did not know quite 
what about God.” 

The dust jacket suggests that the reader for hour 
two hilarity caused the author’s “comic distortion 
Freudian technique.” the contrary, the author 
from this standpoint would seem have been quite 
serious about the whole thing strictly amateur ap- 


Hayes Wakeman 


Best 


proach makes merely glossary analysis devoid pene 
tration and, therefore, one not viewed seriously, 
finish the book requires the patient endurance 
box opera fan but the reader holds out long 
will discover that Lisa was frustrated writer all 
and that process sublimation she capable 
turning out stories comparable “Take This 
With prospects lucrative career novelist she 
nobly reestablished the eyes her formally 
tive family and husband. 


cure for insomnia “Take This Woman,” even 
small doses page two time, has its 
Aside from the objections referred above, 
which glorifies sex throughout offends its pagan 
tion intimate scenes passion (most glaring nud 
bathing scene ending seduction, 121, 122, 123) ang 
its accounts medical and psychiatrical 
pivoting precisely from Lisa’s sex problems. 
purposeless, childishly repetitious and innane. While 
adults will see through the smoke screen has nothing 
whatever recommend and should, rather, avoided 
Rosemary McCormick 
Toronto, Canada 


Wakeman, Frederic. The Saxon Charm. 
Oct. 343p. $2.75. 


Frederic Wakeman rapidly becoming the stool-pigeon 
the moral underworld. Shore Leave 
four-letter words, the moral amnesia 
Pacific veterans. The Hucksters was inside story 
the advertising business, which was added motiveles 
adultery. The Saxon Charm painfully realistic char. 
acter study evilly complicated Broadway producer 
and his effect upon his wives, mistresses 
particularly upon Eric Busch, successful young novelist 


Rinehart, 


When Busch delivered the manuscript The 
Spirit, play about Moliere, Matt Saxon, 
realized that his relatively peaceful life was about 
shattered. first Saxon appeared merely 
his time with his demands for midnight conferences 
night-clubs, interminable cocktail parties, alcoholic res 
cures yachts and the conversations 
without inspiring. Gradually Busch becomes hypnotized 


self and begins reflect his master. requires the 
harshest evidence Saxon’s cruelty and malice 
Busch realize that the producer was really 
maniac who had almost ruined Eric’s marriage, his 
and the remnants his human integrity. 


Written almost exclusively dialogue, The Saxon Charm 
record literary shoptalk, Broadway gossip and 
debauched conversation about sex. The characters 
real enough, dingy and depressing way, and thei 
pitiful groping for happiness suggests indirect 
purpose which the author may may not have 
But the average reader will unquestionably ask 
why much effort was spent such sordid and 
characters. Saxon the type man who deserves 
more than profile, and Busch, the hero, 
naive sophisticate the John O’Hara breed. The 
persons the book, Busch’s hearty mid-western wif 
Janet, the sentimentally cynical show-girl Alma 
and Abel Richman, the producer, are “good” only 
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that they are physically and psychologically sound. 
The whole moral atmosphere fetid. 

Not the least offensive feature the book that 
reputedly roman-a-clef. This type prying and report- 
ing reduces the novel the status backbiting. 


Francis Connolly 
New York City 


Edgar. One More 


ners. Oct. 13,1947. 202p. $2.50. 
Number Five, Barndon Street, Soho’s grimy quarters, 
prostitute was hacked death. Her frusty landlady, 
her convivial pal and fellow chorine, neighboring tavern 
owner, and shopkeeper who sold pen-knives, all came 
forward with evidence that the murderer could one 
but Arthur Groome, happily married and father 
small children, who for months previous had con- 
with the unfortunate woman. These and others 
gave their testimony his trial, testimony 
lawyer cleverly attempted minimize, and sometimes 
succeeded doing. There were two other people who 
might have given evidence that trial, but they were 
never called and they dared not volunteer. 
And the trial continued, each witness revealing some- 
thing himself well the prisoner, until the jury 
its verdict. Then after the truth evident Home 
Secretary and reader alike, the opening lines the book 
are used with slight variation epilogue, and the reader 
sags, aghast, their implication. 
Marvellously paced, economically phrased, and most skill- 
ful its characterizations, this not much detective 
(since the writer apparently does not expect the 
reader the detecting when the police cannot) 
ironic indictment the unreliability circumstantial evi- 
dence and the stupidity courts. Clever and typical 
touch the title, which the reader comes know does 
not refer one Thomas Hood’s subjects. Very effective. 
Helen Butler 
Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Pagano, Jo. The Condemned. 
6,1947. 215p. $2.75. 
Intellectual, sophisticated and tough, The Condemned 
poses the familiar problem social guilt the question 
individual aberration. More concretely, Howard Tyler, 
small time drunk driven poverty small time stick-ups, 
cooperates with the neurotically unbalanced brains the 
combine, Jerry Slocum, the brutal slaughter 
wealthy but harmless young Jew, Robert Wineberg. the 
fault Tyler’s Society’s? Does not the collective 
group partake the common criminal responsibility its 
own brother constituents? 


Prentice-Hall. Oct. 


The question well put the shape novel and 


Pagano spends little time lecturing philosophico- 
emotional prose the point. Gil Stanton, star reporter 


and honest human being the little town Santa 
Sierra, acts Pagano’s philosophical foil the discussion. 
Velma and Hazel, voluptuary and innocent respectively, 
add concrete quality the theoretical framework upon 
which the action murder and retribution via lynching 
stretched. 
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However, the suggested answer this inquisition leaves 
the reader slightly muddled. The author’s presuppositions 
are all based mechanistic determinism. Hence the 
title. For not only Howard Tyler caught the vortex 
ineluctable circumstance, but the very society that sup- 
posedly bears the responsibility for his plight, itself also 
predetermined destroy him—not without some broad 
Freudian and pseudo-Freudian gymnastics the part 
Mr. Pagano. the ensuing tragedy Tyler and the 
lynchers who, bearing the guilt his action are one 
and the same time the offenders and the avenging judges 
the offense, the individual falls out focus the con- 
mass the social entity. For that matter, the 
relationship individual society and society indi- 
vidual interpreted the author’s astigmatic view 
life, remains must, undefined, swivel-eyed, confused. 
With the result that The Condemned finds itself ironically 
brought lame and impotent conclusion the very 
patness its thesis and its presumptions. 

Quite apart from the aspect the novel, its 
writing promises much for the future the author whose 
prose filed almost classical proportions. The libidin- 
ous atmosphere suggested rather than portrayed bans this 
book from all but mature readers having professional 
interest literature. 

Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D. 
University Scranton 


Sedges, John. The Angry Wife. 
17, 1947. 243p. $2.75. 

The fad the historical novel joins the growing vogue 
racial themes American fiction John Sedges’ story 
miscegenation during the post-Civil War period. 
public information has yet penetrated the author’s pseu- 
donym, but biographical speculation certainly provoked 
the book; least plainly fluent writer alert 
the finest nuances human psychology. His story studies 
inter-racial marriage not much its broad, social 
aspects within the hearts and lives the individuals 
concerned. 

The brothers Delaney return their family estate 
Malvern, West Virginia, after fighting opposite sides 
the war. Pierce, the Southerner, finds his wife Lucinda 
still maintaining her proud aristocracy with the help 
Georgia and Bettina, two beautiful, fair-skinned, well- 
educated, and newly freed mulatto servants. Tom, vir- 
tually starved Confederate prison, nursed back 
health Bettina and falls love with her. insists 
marriage, but avail; Bettina, are told, loves 
him too deeply accede and expose him inevitable 
ostracism. When Lucinda’s anger drives her from Mal- 
vern, however, Bettina rents small cottage, which she 
makes into home for her children Tom. 

The passing years bring wealth Pierce, largely rail- 
road investments with John MacBain, neighbor and 
wartime victim traumatic sterility. Fearful that his 
wife Molly will not remain contentedly childless, John 
shares his secret with his partner and asks that Pierce 
father child with Molly. This request recurs the 
story progresses, the last time coming from Molly. But 
Pierce’s sense honor never weakened even inner 
consideration the proposal, and consistently refuses. 
Matters approach climax when Lucinda, acting the title 
role, insists that the relations between Tom and Bettina 
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must broken avoid scandal the children. Tom’s 
response flee with Bettina Baltimore, marry her 
formally, and establish home the colored section. 
They live there happily, joined later Georgia after she 
has developed secret love for Pierce. rejects the 
temptation, however, and eventually succeeds con- 
vincing Lucinda that her jealousy has been unfounded 
Subordinate actions trace labor problems the railroad 
and the growth into maturity the Malvern children, 
who cause their parents passing worries but finally settle 
satisfactorily. Even the MacBains find contentment be- 
tween themselves, and the story closes with three happy 
unions, none which marred infidelity: John and 
Molly, Tom and Bettina, Pierce and Lucinda are all left 
securely love and growing old gracefully together. 


The novel has more than average literary 
cally far surpasses the bulk modern fiction; the pacing 
the plot genuinely skillful. About twenty years are 
covered, yet the movement smoothly unbroken and 
leisurely without becoming long. Greatest all its merits 
the intensely human quality the characterization; the 
emotional effects are made cleanly, without maudlin 
sentiment demagoguery. The attitudes the mulatto 
sisters are handled with extreme delicacy and sensitive- 
ness; Lucinda, coldly true rigid traditionalism, 
protagonist who retains the reader’s respect despite rejec- 
tion her views; Pierce, compounded wholesome 
masculinity and gentlemanly honor, ties the whole action 
together. The situations involved make the book injudi- 
cious reading for juveniles, but fundamental morality 
preserved throughout. Sexual scenes are totally avoided. 
The sinful cohabitation Bettina and Tom not offered 
proper desirable; the theme rather plea against 
prejudices which such distortion individual lives, 
for the propriety marriage both recognized and 
eventually achieved. The solicitation the MacBains 
rejected Pierce and, being kept minor, does not 
invalidate the book. average degree adult mentality 
should able discern these values. 


George Grauel 
John Carroll University 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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